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Court rejects bid to hasten
hearing on OPP hiring probe
Allison Jones

An Ontario court rejected a request Monday to speed up a
hearing into whether it should order an ombudsman investigation
into the appointment of a friend of
the premier’s to the job of top cop.
OPP deputy commissioner Brad
Blair has asked Ontario’s Divisional Court to force a probe into the
hiring of Toronto police Supt. Ron
Taverner as the new OPP commissioner.
But Justice Herman Wilton-Siegel said Blair’s lawyer failed to
establish the basis for an urgent
hearing.
“There is no urgency related to
the timing of the assumption of
responsibilities by the new OPP
commissioner,” he said. “The ombudsman does not have the authority to prevent Supt. Taverner
from assuming the responsibilities
of OPP commissioner.”
Blair’s lawyer, Julian Falconer,
had argued Monday that the case
should be expedited, in part because Blair has reasonable grounds
to be concerned about reprisal,
though he did not go into detail.
“It is my view that reprisal is
purely a function of his seeking
an investigation,” Falconer said
in court. “If an investigation were
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commenced formally, his vulnerability would be reduced.”
Blair, who was himself an applicant for the top job, was acting
OPP commissioner at the time he
originally started the court case,
but soon after was removed from
that position.
Wilton-Siegel said Falconer had
introduced no evidence to support
the existence of reprisal for Blair,
but said he hopes the case can be
heard in a timely fashion.
A few days after Blair launched
his court application, the province’s integrity commissioner
launched his own investigation
and Taverner delayed his appointment pending the outcome of that
probe. But Premier Doug Ford has
indicated that Taverner’s appointment will go ahead whenever the
integrity review is finished.
“As far as I’m concerned this is
blown out of proportion,” Ford
said in an interview with television station CP24 on Monday. “It’s
a political appointment. ... It’s unfortunate that one person has sour
grapes.”
Ombudsman Paul Dubé has declined to investigate Taverner’s
hiring, saying cabinet deliberations are outside the office’s jurisdiction.
Falconer argued that a broader

ombudsman’s investigation is
needed because the integrity
probe into Taverner’s hiring is
narrow in scope.
“The installation of Ron Taverner, we say, as commissioner of the
OPP without this full investigation can irreversibly damage the
command structure of the OPP,
because — quite simply — these
questions go to the heart of the

Ron Taverner

credibility of command.”
Taverner, 72, is a longtime Ford
ally who initially did not meet the
requirements listed for the commissioner position. The Ford government has admitted it lowered
the requirements for the position
to attract a wider range of candidates.

There is a real concern that Ford
has crossed a line, Falconer said.
“There is enough smoke here
whereby the fire of political interference is a reality, not simply an
apprehension,” he said.
Falconer said he expects the case
to now be heard in April or May.
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION
Proposed change to school attendance boundaries for
Omer-Deslauriers, Maurice-Lapointe and Gisèle-Lalonde
French Public Secondary Schools
(Opening of a new Barrhaven Sud French Public
Secondary School for the 2020-2021 school year)

DISCOVERY AUCTION
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16TH AT 6PM
PREVIEW 4-6PM

Tudor Hall ~ 3750 North Bowesville Road, Ottawa

BRUCE HEGGTVEIT

Julian Falconer

MAHOGANY LIBRARY BOOKCASE

PREAMBLE: The Conseil des écoles publiques de l’Est de l’Ontario
(CEPEO) invites parents of students attending or eligible for French
public school within 20 km of Barrhaven, and attending OmerDeslauriers, Maurice-Lapointe and Gisèle-Lalonde secondary
schools to a public consultation on proposed changes to school
attendance boundaries.Two consultations will be held at the following
dates and locations:
Public Consultations
Date
Wednesday,
Thursday,
th
January 30 2019
January 31st 2019
Time
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
Location École élémentaire
École élémentaire
publique Michaëlle-Jean publique Michel-Dupuis
Address 11 Claridge Drive
715 Brian Good Avenue
Ottawa (Ontario)
Ottawa (Ontario)
K2M 5A3
K4M 0H3
Room
Gymnasium
Gymnasium
Agenda
1. Background and sequence of events
2. Presentation of preliminary study on the creation of school
attendance boundaries for the new Barrhaven Sud French
Public Secondary School
3. Questions and comments

MODEL OF TITANIC

Office 613.224.5814 Toll Free 1.866.224.5814
View catalogue online
at www.walkersauctions.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Visit barrhaven-sud.cepeo.on.ca or
contact barrhaven-sud@cepeo.on.ca.
Lucille Collard
President

FREE
MONEY

Édith Dumont
Director of Education
and Secretary-Treasurer

Transfer your RRSP or TFSA to
Meridian and get a 1% cash bonus.1
Plus, earn 3.25% for 4 months on
your ﬁrst registered HISA.

Visit our new Barrhaven branch to speak to an
Advisor today or visit meridiancu.ca/RRSP to learn more.
51 Marketplace Ave (at Greenbank Rd)
The RRSP contribution deadline is March 1st.
1. Terms and conditions apply, maximum cash bonus of $750.

